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‘days of. the’feast ; ‘all’ hearts may~be happy as 
at’ Christmas, and lose in immediate -happi- 
ness, whichis ‘calm and satisfied, the longing 
‘for pleasure: to- come; pleasure, which is al- 
ways feverish, hectic and unsatisfactory. oe 
"pecially ‘should the birthday’ of each. one 
the home circle: be kindly. kept ‘in mind, te 
without iis. observaiice. more or Jess’ lavish ; 
some tribhte ‘to the self-respect and self-ap- 
“Preciation’ of the neglected-ones ; some renewal 
“of affection to the father: or mother on the 
-sonual recurrence of the birth andthe bridal 


ef 3895 some monuments of joy: over the gain 


pnd retention ‘of brothers and sisters, and 
friends, as we renew flowers over ‘the graves 
“of the lost ones. ; The birthday of. every one 
“we'love, ‘as well as the’ birthday. of our best 
lover .and’ Savior; may supply many feasts of 
the nativity ‘each year, ss 


; The Course and. the Hntries, 

; ‘The training for the great’ quadrennial trial 
“of speed and bottom among politicians has 
‘eommenced in earnest. ‘The eampaign opens 
| inam exciting manner, and the signs are thick- 
ening around us that the campaign of 1856 is 
“to be one of the most heated and eventfal ever 
known.” ‘The Democratic General Committee 
takes the Cincinnati Convention by the fore- 
top, and will: assemble at Washington “to 
wiake arrangements” for it, on the 8th. of Jenu- 
ary: We observe with intérest that President 
Purnce’s paper, the Washington Union, is ex- 
ploring thé “highways, and by-ways for evi- 
_denees of Democratic opinion ‘on the «question 
‘)} of candidacy of the Party. It gathers the light 
shed’ from innomerable minor laminaries upon 
this important subject, into the focus of its own 
columng, and thus. manages to present a. very 
fair view of the ground where the unsuccessful 
comipetitors must shortly lie, and over which 
the victor. must march to triamph. 

The thinning-ont process has already com- 
menced. Gen. Cass -relinquishes to younger 
suitors the, chase. of ,that delusive dream, the 
vision. of the White Houss, which has occupied 
“his best years. He has loved “not wisely, but 
too well,” and the venerable swain retires, re- 


cis the retigions import jected, but not utihappy. We think, too, we 
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may, without .arrogating prophetic fanctions, 
pronounce Mr, Didanrsow' obsolete, net from 
aige, but from the premature death of his party. 
Mr. Marcy has not bidden a formal farewell to 
‘the, stage, but, by common. consent, including 
4 his own, he~is laid aside. If New-York asks 
Patan lain bn the person of a Democratic 
favorite, it is more likely to be Ex-Governor 
SExrmovr. 

The Pennsylvania crop of candidates is ma- 
tare and is a fall average, Mr, BucHaNnan and 
Mr, Daruas have about equal pretensions to 
the favor of thé Keystone Democracy. The 
claims of: the first are well known: His special 
riyal has heretofore been Gen. Cass. -His po- 
litical decéase, of course, confers some strength 
upon the survivor; but the competition of Mr. 
Dattas promises to occasion a renewal. of the 
great.fend which has so- long ‘divided the De- 
mocracy-of ‘Pennsylvania. The Ex-Vice Pres- 
} ident hasbeen generally regarded as a foggy 
politician, very apt to disappear in cloudy spec- 
ulations upon the Constitution and other mys- 
teries, when something more substantial woujd 
have r become the: occasion; but he has 

@ very, practical turn of mind in the 
mode adopted for bringing himself ito ‘posi- 
tion... His claims are advertised in. a: circular 
prepared and published by his Executive Com- 
mittee in the form of an address, illustrative of 
his merits and services. vs 

“The Party in the Nortliwest manifests a par- 
tiality for DoverAss, since. the retirement? of 

Gen.. Cass. Pethaps this may be explained 
from’ the ‘natural desite® of the Party in that 
section to be revenged upon him for his disor- 

ganizing course onthe Nebratka bill. The au- 
thor of that meastire’ must, of course, be disas- 
trously defeated as ofté:t dhring the next twenty 
years as the people ‘cap reach him, To place 
him in homination’in'1856' would bea refine- 


ment of cruelty, as the result would nip his 
4/Bresidential aspirations i, pee tat ant quite 


“freeze out the bad itself. 


on 


Bec ng westward, we ; come upos Arox- 


of State. Te will, in ally 

-his' platform for the Presidency. . 
the sword of Virgin: with great | 
‘vigor, : “the ‘tone of tle document » doubtless}. 
aes. sNiragea cha ate 


ceotsneafitoatien pat He is held‘in re-'} 


serve, to. be brought up when the older combat- 


{ ante. shall have been used ap ithe Conven- 
tion. 


Gen. Wy ByTieer, of Ken > 18 Su 
perseded bythe natural ficklendes of the Demoe- 
racy, and Gen. Hoveron’ is counted oft ‘from 
having gone against Nebraskaism:snd’ iw favor 
of Know-Nothingism,.: “Gen. Laxe judiciously 
“reposes' his chances tion the inischsnbes of the 
- other competitors.’ 

Having thus run hastily through the list of 
Generals, Senators, and Governors who may: 
aspire’ to, the partiality of the’ Democracy, we. 
sarrive at President Prence. as a candidate for 
the succession to himself. Of him, perpen 
pay anything how. . 

Such are the men presented for the choice of 
the party which yet oontrola. the. Government, 
and unquestionably possesses, by far, the best’ 
machinery of party organization’ that’ exists in. 
the country, and-which certainly expects to se- 


-eure another four’ years’. lease of power, by"} 


virtue of that. organization. We may take 
another oceasion to sketch the leading men of 


the opposition, andto compare them with one 
another and with their Democratic antagonists. 


Arrest of Fillibusters, 

The prompt ‘and énérgetic action of . the 
Government it arresting the large patty of re- 
Cruits who were about to embark in. the North- 
ern Light yesterday, to. join Col... Watmar. in 
Nicaragua, cannot but have a wholesome effect, 
not only upon theloose fish who have a pyopen- 
sity to engage in ‘any unlawfal ‘enterprise, but 
in convincing the Gavernmente.of Europe. that 
our authorities donot lend their countendnce, 
or even wink at any fillibustering' expeditions 
against other countries. “Whatever may be the 
result of the detention of the Northern Light, or 
whether the passengers by her were bound ‘on 
an utlawful.expedition or not, the . fact of the 
activity .of the Government in promptly. ar- 
resting the supposed fillibusters, and preventing 
their embarkation, will be a sufficient vindica- 
tion ‘of the. authorities against..the vaporing 
charges of such journals ‘asthe London Times,. 
upon which it recently succeeded in creating a: 
war panic among credulous cockneys. 

But, it is by no means certain that the Northern 
Light passengers are liable to arrest, or that the 
Government can be justified in detaining the 
ship, on the pretence of there being a design to | 
invade a foreign territory, or even to colonize 
Nicaragua. In the meanwhile, the ship lies in 
the stream, guarded by Revenne Cutters and a 
Government steamer, and a very lively corres- 
pondence is carried on between District-Attorney 
McKeon and Mr, Wurtz, of the Transit Com- 
pany. ‘The poor devils who had enlisted to.sefve 
in the Nicaraguan Republic under the promise 
of receiving a fine farm, well stocked with cat- 
tle and poultry for their-year’s, service; are in 
danger of coming short of their expectations. 
Col. Frexon is besieged’ by’ anxious inguirers 
at the St. Nicholas Hotel, :and.a tremendous ex- 
citement exists all around the Battery, among 
the runners, dock laborers, and denizens of 
that part of the City. 


ee 
Amnsementa for, the Holidays. 

Broapway THEATRE.—Such an attendance last 
night—such a crowd of little children and pretty 
mamas and jovial papas, all bent on a mirthful, 
hearty. evening's ‘enjoyment.; If everjthere was a 
man in this world who deserved 4 monument of 
sugar plums, itis surely’ good Mr, PLaysom, This 
kindly man has labored like the best of his Fairies, 
to muke the world happy and bright, He has 
delved ia magic mines for: gems of fancy, and has 
brought them glimmering to. the gladdened ‘eyes of 
childhepd—and not to childhood only, Mr. PLayous 
may bé consideréd ‘the fatiier of the modern school 
of Burlesque. © In ‘his hands fairy tale preserves all 
its delicate outline of imagination. It is, for a chitd, 
thesame wonderful creation that it-ever was. But 
his labors do not end here. He has-to add something 
for the carping appetite of maturer age: Well pointed 
jokes, smart scraps of sarcasm, quick telling local 
allusions; all these have to bb interwoven with the 
original t¢xture without injuring its delicacy. No 
man has been so successful as Mr. "Prasxons in ef- 
fecting this. Other writers -haye been more funny, 
‘and raised more savage yells of enjoyment among 
the grown-up portion ‘of the audience; but Mr. 
Piaxowz isthe only sque writer of our ac~ 
quaintance who has th hitting the happy 
medium, He never deserts the‘ side of ‘a 
legend, for its worldly ¢ He never de- 
scends to the grossness of electioneering squibs or 


the senseless dissipation of bad puns, What he | 


does is at all times sufficient ; you have no desire 
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painted in Me. ‘eibtdaare unSpeed sipte: and, when 
we shy that, our-readers will know that we promise . 
them something § for webive on inore than- 
one occasion our opinion that “Mr. Hms- 
rg8 is one of the leading scenic artists veh Ribas g 
The’ costumes are’ brilliant and appropriate; ; the 
er Pag) ST hagas iaiinas oe 
Mrs. oC. WAtson ag ‘scarcely 
did herself justice. She was evidently nervous be- 
fore the: audience ; a weakness that will be miti- 
gape it s ee hard — Madame Forme 


















 Plorind, sang and acted in bér’ prettiest ‘way, and 


gathered several barveste of applause, Mise Exna 
Hanbipe as Azurine would be better ifshe would con+ 


‘ descend. to tale with fewer infiexions. Of the male 


characters we may mention Mr. Warrmye (King rg 
peck) and Mr Szyruobe | (Natty).a8' deserving of 
praise. The piece ‘was announced for repetition. 
Watzdor’s ToeAtex.—A most uproarious bur 
leeque, called * Pocahontas,” written by that most 
uprosrious of actors, Mr. Joun Broudsam, was pro- 
duced here.last evening with decided and deserved 
sticcess. The plot and some of the incidents have 


already been referred.to in this‘papér... It isin some_ 


dramatic way founded.on the’story of the beautiful 
Princess, but Mr, Jous Broveiam is not, we fancy, 


largely indebted to any hiatorian for his data. Sh 


- Oonsidering the limiged: resources. of Mr. Wat- 
ry geste: Theatre for spectacle effects—_such as small- 
ness of stage, &c,—and the necessary restraints im- 
posed-on’ a writer in consequence thereof, this bur- 
lesque is #. marvél of completeness. A great. num- 


“ber of situations are condensed into little space, and 


rendered taut and snug by smart dialogte. Mr. 
BrovenAm possesses a subtle intellect for puns, and 
very often sees them where other people cannot de- 
play-book bris- 

ties with the ‘Yealicized representatives of puns. 
‘One half of them were missed by the audience, but 
the remaining half was mbre than sufficient to keep 
the audience in a roar of merriment. All ‘the local 
allusions hit the mark roundly, and there are some 
excéllent ones. One of the great attractions. of a 
burlesque isthe music—vocal and instrumental— 
with which it is interspersed. . Mr, Brovauam has 
been peculiarly fortunate in obtaining ‘the assist- 
ance of Mr. Maxzpss in this department. Some of 
the parodies to which this musio.is wedded are ad- 
mirab)e, especially the one om ** Widow Machres,” 
The burlesque has been admirably placed on the 
stage, particularly with, regard to costumes.’ Mr. 
BrovucHan, as the redoubtable, Powhatan, possessed 
a “make-up” which would in iteelf save a moderate 
piece. The isfimense heartiness: with- which ‘this 
artist sung and acted was porfectly irresistible. 
Mr. ‘Waxeor as Capt. John. Smith was equally funny 


_in hia make-up, but. lacked the elastic elements of 


his brother artist, and leaned. a-little"too much 
towards exaggeration. Miss Hupsom looked beau- 
tiful and sang beautifally. asthe fair Indian, but 
needs a: little more: spirit. -Mrs. Sruvans and all 
the other ladies were excellent. Indeed, reviewing 
our evening's entertainment as'a-whole, we ‘recall 
a decidedly agreeable reminiscence. 

* Pecahontas™ will undoubtedly enjoy a long run. 


‘The principal artists were twice called before the 


curtain, and, at the end, the piece was announced 
for repetition, amidst unequivocal demonstrations 
of ‘delighit.. 

Merrovetrran -- ToEearRre.—Notwithstanding 
the announcement made yesterday. morning that 
the opening of this establishment was unavoidably 
deferred, in consequence of the sudden and severe 
{ndisposition of Miss Lavea Karns, a large crowd’ 
besieged the ‘deors, and lingered there, unwilling 
to recognize their disappointment. Several rumors 


the theatre witl open, or proper explanations will 
be made. 

Borton’s TuxarRe.--An original two-act piece 
called “+ A Trip to Niagara,” will be ‘produced here 
to-night. 


Sacred Harmonic Society. 
This Society: gives. its annual performance of the 
eesiah" to-night.. The appropriateness of ‘the 
entertainment and the great'resources brought into 
use for rendering it memorable, entitle if tothe ap- 
preciation of the public. 


Christmas. 

“Wish you a merry Christmas "—al}; a pleas- 
ant sunshiny day for the old folks, anda ripping 
good snow storm for the young ones, with the best 
of sledding. It is our earnest: hope that everybody 
will find his stockings full of presents this morning, 
his stomach full ot foaat goose ahd mince pies just 
after dinner time, and his. heart full of mirth and 
kindness all day. 

As for any special “ celebration of the tae, ex- 
eopt as a day for a jolly good time in each one’s own 
way, it is hardly the way of Yankees, For those 
who prefer to sed the world outside of that best of” 
ite citcles, the family circle, the day affords ample 


‘opportunities, All the places of amusement strive 


to outdo themselves this evening, 
The Industrial Schools: and many of the Charity. 


> \\ton-street German Sabbath School write a Concert 
‘Bunday- 


| in the, evening. The, Mission 


School and 
Meeting, at No, 68 East Broadway, has 


- | speeches, singing and s Christmas-tree, afternoon 





evening. At the Seventb-street. Methodist 
pase Bunday School snsbietions at Ue Aaa “ Little: 
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